Digital World Travel
Just, as we cannot guarantee risk free travel on the highways, the air, or by sea. We cannot guarantee 100% risk free travel in the ever expanding Digital World. 

However, we can try to help you limit the risks!
Facebook claims that very day they remove access to 20,000 members under the age of 13 for lying about their age. The question we ask ourselves is… Why would children lie about their age? The answer is simple; generally they lie about their age because under the Facebook user agreement under 13′s are not supposed to create a Facebook account. Unfortunately the in thing is to have an active Facebook account!  

Kate’s Safe Travel Tips

The disturbing news I have heard lately is that soon your pre-schooler or primary school child may be allowed to join Facebook, as the creators of Facebook are considering options for younger aged users.
According to a recent article published in the The Wall Street Journal, Facebook is looking into the development products that would allow children under 13 to use the social networking site under parental supervision, in a move to tap a new pool of users.
The company is testing some new approaches including connecting children's accounts to their parents and controls to help parents select whom their children could ‘friend.’ 
Currently, no child under the age 13 is allowed/supposed to use Facebook, although studies have shown that in reality.  As many as 7.5 million children who are currently, on and using Facebook are younger than 13. 5 million of those are as young as 10 years old or under, according to a new survey in consumer reports. Although, Facebook officially does not allow anyone younger than 13 to use the site!
What's more disturbing is that, the survey also found that these young children’s accounts are mostly unsupervised by their parents: Only 18% of parents of young children friended their children, which is one effective way for parents to monitor their children’s Facebook activity.
Part of the problem may be that parents simply think a 10-year-old cannot get into trouble in or on online social networking sites, the way a teenager can. But the reality is that younger children are also vulnerable to online threats from bullies and strangers. 
Ask yourself this: Would you drop your child off in an enormous public space for example the Bendigo Market Place or Melbourne CBD for the day and assume he or she will only encounter good-hearted people who will treat him or her with kindness and care?
To me, the issue isn't just about children going on social networking sites too early. It's also about children using the internet without close adult supervision!
The sad thing is millions of young children are already using the site and flouting the age restriction, often with their parents' permission and assistance.

Given that many young children in our school under the age of 13 have told me they are on Facebook to connect with friends and family at a distance – cousins overseas, Grandma interstate, is banning the right thing in this day and age? Or are there other solutions? What if Facebook was to create a ‘child’ account attached to a parent account that parents could manage? Would that be safe enough that our children would not encounter anything disturbing or be exposed to images that were not inappropriate?

[bookmark: _GoBack]As a parent of 2 teenage children over the age of 13, one 15 the other 18, who communicate constantly via instant message and wall posts. Facebook is a constant minefield of hurt and confusion. A hard battle to understand, navigate and come out unscathed even at these ages. The question we must ask ourselves is then is… Do we really want that battle to be fought by our younger children? 
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