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CALENDAR
22nd

Thursday,
March
Friday, 23rd March

Wednesday, 28th March

LAST DAY FOR FOOTY TIPPING COMPETITION REGISTRATIONS AND PAYMENTS
National Ride 2 School Day – meet at Phillis Street at 8:30am
Final instalment of $30 for the Year 5/6 Camp

Student Movie Night starting at 5:00pm –
REMEMBER TO BRING TICKETS, TOKENS AND PERMISSIONS SLIPS
Special day for the last newsletter for the term (due to Thursday assembly)
Orders due in for the Canteen Pizza Day –by 9:00am, no late orders can be accepted
Let’s Get Moving performance at 12:00pm – ALL INVITED – BYO chair

Hot Cross Bun Drive collection day between 2:30pm and 3:30pm in the multipurpose
Thursday, 29th March

Assembly 9:00am – student awards
Easter Raffle Tickets (both sold and unsold please) due back at the Office by 9:00am
Guess the eggs competition (closes at 9:00am) and raffle winner announced
Canteen Pizza Day – no normal food items available – iced treats will be available

Thursday, 29th March

LAST DAY FOR TERM 1 – early dismissal of 2:15pm

Monday, 16th April
Wednesday, 18th April
Friday, 20th April
Tuesday, 24th April
Friday, 4th May
Friday, 18th May
Friday, 25th May
Friday, 1st June

First Day for Term 2
Year 5/6 Camp departs
Year 5/6 Camp returns
School Council
Year 3 – 6 Gym program commences
Year 3 – 6 Gym program continues
Year 3 – 6 Gym program continues
Year 3 – 6 Gym program concludes

c

School Organisation
Dear Parents/Guardians,
Well week 8 is almost complete and we’re staring down week 9, which is only 3 and a half days in total. Terms go so
fast and I think that this one being very action-packed and busy has made the time fly!
SCHOOL CHAPLAIN
Rose Amy has settled into her new role in a local secondary school this week. It was wonderful to see Rose at Big Hill
PS for quite a while on Tuesday morning, helping our new chaplain, Megan Haddon, settle in. Megan enjoyed visiting
all classes and also met up with the Student Voice crew (along with Rose) to set up future work of the group. Just
reminding you, if your child was seeing Rose 1:1, you will need to drop into the Office and get a new consent form
signed to enable Megan to work with your child. If, at any time, you would like the chaplain to work with your child,
particularly if they are struggling with any number of wellbeing issues, please drop in, grab a form and fill it out. Feel
free to let me know if you require any information about Megan and her program. Please remember that the chaplain
does not cover any religious content with your child/ren. Their role is purely as a counsellor and support.
PARENTS AND FRIENDS
Our P&F have been very busy with quite a few activities occurring to help raise valuable funds for our school. A recent
hot cross bun drive was trialled – thanks to families that supported this.
There is currently an Easter raffle underway – with tickets sent home to each family to sell. Please try and sell your
tickets and if not, please return them to the Office.
Children (and some big children) are also enjoying the GUESS THE EASTER EGGS IN THE JAR competition….this is
located at the Office. Follow the rabbit footprints to locate the competition. Raffle and competition winners will be
drawn/announced next week on Thursday – good luck!
Tomorrow is also the P&F Movie Night – with a screening of THE INCREDIBLES in preparation for the upcoming
release in cinemas of THE INCREDIBLES 2. By now, you will probably have organised your child’s entry (free of
charge) and paid for snack packs and sausage in bread. Please remember that there is no entry to the movie night if
your child has not bought a ticket prior to today. Only Big Hill PS students can attend the movie night and P&F are
also welcoming any offers of parental help. If you wish to stay during the event, please ensure you are listed as a
volunteer, otherwise enjoy a few hours of peace and quiet. Our P&F is a very active and hardworking group that
always welcomes new members and offers of assistance. If you haven’t already joined the P&F Facebook page, I
suggest you do so! It’s a great way to stay up-to-date with what is happening in the school community thanks to the
work of this group.

TEAM CHINA – OVERSEAS LEARNING EXPERIENCE
Just reminding families of children travelling that we have the second instalment due ($700) before the end of term. I
think most of you have paid this. The full balance is due after the April holidays. A big thank you to all families for
spending time with me filling in Chinese Visa applications and delivering passports. I have delivered these to our
contact, ready to be sent off for processing. I do need each of the families to indicate to me if their child wants to do
an overnight stay (or stays – 2 nights) OR an evening meal ASAP. Could all 4 families please email me what their
child is wanting (even if you have told me). I also suggest if you have hosted a Chinese student and are planning for
your child to stay with them, that you have (or will soon) made contact with the Chinese family in Suzhou and have
started to loosely organise this. You have the dates etc in the itinerary to guide you. For those indicating that their
child wants to stay with a new family (as they haven’t hosted or the family in China haven’t indicated they will return
the favour), I will organise this with our Suzhou contact and let you know, when I know, the arrangements for any stays
organised.
TEAM CHINA – FUNDRAISING
Zooper Doopers continue to sell immediately after school at the canteen - $1. Thanks to the children and families who
continue to support this fundraising activity. Don’t forget our great black or gold bands at the Office – the perfect size
for your child’s wrist. Why not buy one when you next visit? Stock is quickly reducing and we won’t be ordering
more….so don’t miss out!
ORAL HEALTH SCREENING
We’ve had a very busy Office area this week, with the Chaplain’s area set up as a dental health check area. Many
families have taken up the offer to have their children’s oral health assessed, which is great to see. The importance of
good oral hygiene cannot be underestimated. The key messages given to the children by the professionals on site
have been 1: Brush your teeth every day – morning and night, and 2: When brushing teeth, ensure this is done
thoroughly over all teeth (front, back and top) for at least two minutes.
CONJUNCTIVITIS
There have been a couple of confirmed cases of conjunctivitis at school in the past week. Conjunctivitis appears as a
sore eye, sometimes quite red or bloodshot, before deteriorating into tacky, gooey secretions in the eye (a bit like
“sleep”) making the eye sticky when opening and closing. Conjunctivitis is extremely contagious and a visit to the
doctor is required to get medication to address the infection. If you child contracts conjunctivitis, please see a doctor
and ensure they are not at school for a full 24 hours once the medical treatment (usually drops) has commenced.
THANK YOU TO THE CHAPMAN FAMILY
A big thank you to the Chapman family who sourced and delivered a large rock from the Ravenswood Interchange
Roadworks to our school on Monday. The rock has been positioned near the new climbing spire, ready to have a
plaque attached recognising the monetary contributions of the Parents & Friends AND the Frances & Harold Abbott
Foundation for the climbing spire and the extension to the Junior Playground. Much appreciated Shane and Deb.
TYRES
I’m conscious of families removing waste (including tyres) incurring a cost to take to the tip. I’m suggesting that the
remaining tyres (near the blue skip bin) are only removed if you have the capacity to store them away on your property
or re-use them in some fashion. They aren’t in good shape, so suggest that the best course of action is to just dispose
of them (if you have a junk yard on your property) or be creative and use them for gardens etc. The cost of disposing
each tyre at the tip would equate to quite a bit of money, so the school does not want any family to have to wear this
cost. If there are no takers after the holidays, we may look at disposing of them ourselves. What would help is if
someone could actually remove the bolts between each tyre, making them easier to dispose of in the future. Is this
something you can do?
SCHOOL COUNCIL AGM AND MARCH MEETING
Our Annual General Meeting went well on Tuesday night, with new members present and all office bearer positions
filled. Congratulations to Jonathan Westcott, who was successfully re-elected as our School Council President for
another term. Dave Fear has stepped into the role of Vice School Council President, whilst Kate Lamprell has been
elected into the Treasurer position. Pauline Mulcair has kindly accepted nominations as our Secretary and Minute
Secretary for the coming term too! Well done to all concerned and thank you for being prepared to take on these
important roles for the next 12 months. Our March meeting occurred after the AGM, with much discussion around the
Capital Works program in particular. As part of the role of School Council, the group looked at the costings of the
project and identified areas that need to be cut from the plans to ensure the project comes in under budget. School
Council will meet next for an extraordinary meeting on Tuesday, 24th April to look over the 2017 Annual Report to the
School Community.
NEWSLETTER WEEK 9 – NEXT WEEK!

To enable important announcements to be made before the last day of term, the
newsletter will be sent home on Wednesday, 28th March, as Thursday, 29th March is
the final day of term. This edition will announce student award winners, enabling
parents to be ready for the Thursday assembly.

CAMPS, SPORT AND EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF)
DO YOU HAVE A CONCESSION CARD?
WOULD YOU LIKE $125 TO PAY FOR SCHOOL COSTS?
MAKE SURE YOU READ THIS SECTION!
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student misses out on the opportunity to join their
classmates for important, educational and fun activities. It is part of making Victoria the Education State and the
Government’s commitment to breaking the link between a student’s background and their achievements. CSEF will be
provided to eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting activities. If you hold a valid meanstested concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. The allowance is paid to the
school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions or sporting activities for the benefit of your child. The
annual CSEF amount per student is: $125 for primary school students and $225 for secondary school students.
Contact the Office to obtain a CSEF application form or download from the CSEF website. Parents/carers are
reminded that all CSEF applications are due before the end of Term 1 (March 29 th). We can’t apply for this on your
behalf – so please make sure you put in an application if eligible. If you received CSEF funding in 2017 at Big Hill
Primary School, you do not need to reapply. If you are unsure, please check.
STUDENT AND ATTENDANCE AWARDS
Traditionally, on the last day of term, Big Hill PS presents students with Attendance and Student Awards. For those
new to the school, each class teacher (including our Visual Arts teacher) will present awards to a student from their
room in the following areas: EXCELLENCE IN ENGLISH, EXCELLENCE IN MATHEMATICS, ENDEAVOUR IN
ENGLISH, ENDEAVOUR IN MATHEMATICS, EXCELLENCE IN VISUAL ARTS and OUTSTANDING
DEMONSTRATION OF SCHOOL VALUES. These awards are prestigious and we make a big deal of winners at the
final assembly too! This term, announcements of winners will be in the newsletter on Wednesday, 28th March.
Presentations to students will occur on Thursday, 29th March, at 9:00am in the assembly area. Student’s achieving 2
days or less absence (including 100% Attendance) in Term 1 will also receive their certificate and attendance band at
this assembly.
LET’S GET MOVING
The girls and boys began their sessions with Alli today, with daily dance lessons occurring up to our community
performance on Wednesday, 28th March. Don’t miss it! If your child is participating in Let’s Get Moving, please ensure
payment is made as soon as possible. A big thank you to Pauline Mulcair for organising LET’S GET MOVING for us
this year.
NATIONAL RIDE SAFELY TO SCHOOL DAY – TOMORROW!
Tomorrow is NATIONAL RIDE SAFELY TO SCHOOL DAY. Why not encourage your child to walk, ride or scoot to
school by meeting some of our staff at Phillis Street tomorrow morning. Those walking/riding/scooting will leave Phillis
Street and travel to school at 8:30am. The weather is looking fine, so why not come along and enjoy the morning
together?
CRUSOE CURRICULUM EXTENSION EXCURSION – TOMORROW AFTERNOON
Tomorrow 10 Year 4/5 students will travel to Crusoe College with me to participate in a network CREATIVE WRITING
extension activity. A bus (provided free of charge by Crusoe College) will pick us up and take us to the school to
participate in a choice of 4 writing electives. This wonderful opportunity has been extended to children demonstrating a
particular gift in the writing area. I’m sure they will thoroughly enjoy the opportunity and I look forward to spending the
afternoon with them at Crusoe. I’m hoping the bus has us back right on 3.15pm, however, cannot promise that this will
occur so encourage parents not to panic when picking their child up from school tomorrow afternoon.
END OF TERM 1
Students will dismiss from school at 2:15pm on Thursday, 29th March for two weeks of holidays, including Friday, 30th
March (Good Friday). Families are reminded to organise collection of students from school at the earlier time of
2:15pm. The Ravenswood bus will operate on this day, however, will depart the school earlier in line with the early
dismissal. This will mean that families collecting children from the bus service will need to adjust their pick-up times
(one hour earlier than normal). The Kangaroo Flat bus service may not operate at this earlier time and as we can’t
predict the service will be available at 2:15pm, encourage families therefore to organise other arrangements for getting
home on the final day of school.
BIRTHDAYS
Happy birthday to Lily D, Samuel S, Will S & Harley N.
With the movie night starting the weekend off for many of us, there may be an opportunity where I cross paths with
you and can say hello in person. If this is the case, I look forward to seeing you there.
Until next Wednesday,

Matt Pearce, Principal

FIRST STEPS NEWS

MIDDLE UNIT NEWS

LET’S GET MOVING
The Let’s Get Moving program started today. All
students who participated had a fun and exciting time.
If you haven’t returned payment and the permission
form for this program it’s not too late. Once the
payment and permission form is handed into the Office
your child can begin the program with the rest of their
classmates.

YEAR 3/4 MAJOR EXCURSION
Last Thursday we departed school at exactly 8:45am
(right on time) for an educational excursion to the
Melbourne Cricket Ground (MCG) and the National
Sports Museum. We stopped at the Organ Pipes for a
toilet break and something to eat and drink. We arrived
at the MCG in Yarra Park just before 12:00 noon. We
entered via Gate 3 and created 4 groups. Each group
was led by an MCG staff member for the tours. We
received a comprehensive tour of all the facilities. Then
we viewed the National Sports Museum. There were
many interactive displays, which students enjoyed. After
a lunch break on the lawned area outside Gate 3 we
travelled back to school. Once again, Dean’s
organisation was brilliant; every student behaved
appropriately; lots of conversations occurred on the
return trip home. A special thank you to Mick Sims,
Chris Jolly, Ben Miller and Tammy Spolding for
assisting with care and supervision.

The Let’s Get Moving program will continue to run on
Friday 23rd, Monday 26th, Tuesday 27th and then the
performance will be held on Wednesday 28th March at
12 noon.
Parents, family members and friends are welcome and
encouraged to come watch the performance and please
BYO chair.
MORNING READING ROUTINE
During the last few weeks, students have been
practising the morning reading routine when they arrive
at school. It is great to see so many students being
responsible and changing their own reader
independently.
STARS OF THE WEEK
For showing confidence when dancing in the ‘Let’s Get
Moving’ program:
FSN
FSP

Kaylie A
Clare P

Nicole, Sharyn & Pauline

JUNIOR UNIT NEWS
HOME READING
Congratulations to the majority of our Junior Unit
children who received their 25 nights of home reading
award so far this term and to those who will receive
their 50 nights of reading award at Monday’s assembly.
We look forward to celebrating reading milestones with
your child each week at assembly as they practise and
progress in their home reading. Keep up the great
home reading over the holidays and into next term.
LET’S GET MOVING
We would like to remind parents and guardians that our
‘Let’s Get Moving’ program commences tomorrow. If
you have not yet returned your child’s permission note
or payment please do so at the Office or via QKR as
soon as possible. We look forward to learning and
performing our dance on Wednesday, 28th March from
12:00pm and would love to see you there. Please BYO
chairs.
STUDENTS OF THE WEEK
For displaying the School Value of ‘Safety’ in the
playground:
JC
JJ
JW

Olivia K
Harry S
Owen B

Catherine, Jen & Wendy

LET’S GET MOVING
We would like to remind parents and guardians of our
‘Let’s Get Moving’ program. If you have not yet returned
your child’s permission note or payment please do so at
the Office or via QKR as soon as possible.
ENGLISH
This week in CAFÉ Reading, our focus has continued to
be on making ‘text connections’. In CAFÉ Writing
emphasis has been on making complete sentences;
using conjunctions; using capital letters and full stops
correctly. In Spelling, students have been supported to
‘learn/acquire’ new spelling words from Sound Waves
Unit 8. Remember every student must ‘learn/acquire’
every word in the Oxford Owl list for Week 8.
HOME READING
All Year 3 and 4 students should be reading at home for
between 20 – 30 minutes.
MATHEMATICS
This week we have continued with vertical subtraction;
renaming and moving into the thousands. Students
have been supported to understand ‘renaming’ from
tens to ones especially. Most Year 3/4 students
understand the process of subtraction and are having
success with subtraction sums. Week 8 Learning
Intentions – “I can recall basic number facts’. ‘I can
complete vertical subtraction with renaming’. ‘I can tell
the time using an analogue clock’.
New Wave Mentals – Week 8.
ROTATIONS
Next week’s program: History: Early Settlers and early
explorers, ICT: Basic word processing skills. How to
use Word; file; save as; printing; borders etc, PE:
Cooperative games and large ball skills incorporating
rounders, soccer and football.
Remember Homework and Diaries due by 9:00am
TOMORROW.
STUDENTS OF THE WEEK
The following students have been selected for showing
the School Value of ‘Safety’:
MR
Jordan M
MD
Tellium M
MN
Tarniah D
Renae, Dean & Peter

SENIOR UNIT NEWS

ART NEWS

LET’S GET MOVING
We would like to remind parents and guardians of our
‘Let’s Get Moving’ program. If you have not yet returned
your child’s permission note or payment please do so at
the Office or via QKR as soon as possible.

If any families have any old calendar pictures that they
would be happy to donate to the school, please leave at
the Office.
Donations of small, empty, clean dip containers and
egg cartons would be greatly appreciated. Thank you.

SWIMMING
Congratulations to our Senior Unit for completing their
Swimming Program for the year. As you may have
seen on our Facebook page, there were some lovely
photos and videos of the last session posted, as well as
an article in the Bendigo Advertiser about the closure.
We are very grateful to have been able to use the
Kangaroo Flat Pool in our swimming program over the
years.
CAMP NOTE
The final payment is due for camp TOMORROW.
Please ensure that the payment is finalised prior to the
end of term, as we will be making final preparations
before the holidays. A final note was sent home this
week with the items needed to be packed and brought
to camp.
STUDENTS OF THE WEEK
For handing in homework responsibly:
SA
SB
SK
SL

Marcus G
Charli S
Chanelle K
Allara N

Ainsley, Brett, Kate, Lauren & Roberta

CHAPLAIN’S NEWS
Hello students, families and staff my
name is Megan Haddon and I am
filling in the Chaplaincy role for Rose
Amy. I have already met some familiar
faces and looking forward to getting to
know you all. Thank you for your
warm welcome this week to your
lovely school!
A little bit about me; I have a Bachelor of Education
degree majoring in PE, La Trobe Uni, Bendigo and a
Master of Education degree, Monash Uni, Clayton, my
research thesis topic was ‘Workplace Bullying’. I am
currently studying a Diploma of Counselling by distance
education.
I worked for many years in a large public sector
organisation supporting various communities in and
around Melbourne and I have also worked as a relief
teacher in primary schools. For the last five years I
have been a school Chaplain in public schools.
My husband and I have a 15 year old daughter, Kate
and 12 year old son, Hugh. Feel free to come in and
introduce yourself, my working days are Tuesday and
Thursday each week.
Megan Haddon
School Chaplain

PE NEWS
NATIONAL RIDE 2 SCHOOL DAY
TOMORROW, Friday, 23rd March is National Ride 2
School Day. We are encouraging students, parents
and staff to actively travel to school and make the most
of this beautiful weather.
See you all there at Phillis Street at 8:30am!
Brett Strange
PE Coordinator

COMPUTER ACCESS NOTE &
PG PERMISSION NOTE
Notes have been sent home to those students who
have not yet returned them. Please sign and return
ASAP. Thank you.

PARENTS & FRIENDS NEWS
FOOTY TIPPING COMPETITION
Today is your last day to get your registrations and
payment in at the Office before the first game of the
season tonight. Don’t miss out on the action!
STUDENT MOVIE NIGHT – TOMORROW
Our Movie Night is almost here and we’re working hard
to make sure children will have an INCREDIBLE time!
 Entry is via the front doors to the Office, opening at
5:00pm.
 Our “movie theatre” will be in the new portable
classrooms, movie starting at 6:00pm.
 Children with sausage tokens will be served their
dinner from 5:00pm until entry into movie.
 Snack combos will be available to collect from
5:30pm.
 The movie will screen until approximately 7:45pm
and our raffle will be drawn shortly following the
movie.
 Parents should ensure that they are ready to
collect their child no later than 8:00pm from
outside the new portable classrooms.
Please remember to bring your admission ticket,
permission slip and any sausage and combo tokens
you have purchased.
Thank you to everyone who has offered to help on the
night, we appreciate your support. An email has been
sent to helpers giving more information about the roles
of the night.
EASTER RAFFLE &
GUESS THE EGGS COMPETITION
Raffle tickets are due back to the Office by 9:00am
Thursday, 29th March. Extra raffle books can be
collected from the Office if needed. We could still use
some more donations towards our raffle prizes. If you
can help with a donation of an Easter egg we would be
very grateful. Donations can be left at the Office. Our
Guess the Chocolates Competition is still running at the
Office. Guesses are 50 cents each with the winner
taking home the big jar of chocolates! YUM!

HOT CROSS BUN DRIVE
Orders for our Hot Cross Bun Drive have now been
collated and sent through to Woolworths Golden
Square to be baked ready for collection on
Wednesday, 28th March between 2:30pm and
3:30pm in the multipurpose room. Thank you to
everyone who placed orders. We are happy to report
that the Drive has raised $600 for the school.
JUST ONE THING CAMPAIGN
Have you returned your “Just One Thing” letter? We’d
love to hear back from you. If you have any questions
about the campaign please don’t hesitate to ask us by
emailing us at bhpspf@gmail.com.
P&F FACEBOOK PAGE
Keep up to date with P&F activities by joining our
Facebook community:
(https://www.facebook.com/groups/bhpspf/).
Our page provides reminders and updates on our
activities as well as connecting you with other families
at our school.
Your support of P&F activities is appreciated

OSHC NEWS
MOVIE NIGHT
If your child/ren are attending After School Care on
Movie Night, you will need to sign a permission form at
OSHC to allow a P&F member to sign them out and
take them to the Movie Night. Thank you.

CANTEEN NEWS
CHANGE OF DAY
From next term, the canteen is trialling a different day
instead of Tuesday due to falling sales. The new day
will be Wednesday. The other day will remain on a
Friday. Apologies for any inconvenience.

WHOLE SCHOOL NEWS

“Let’s Get Moving Incursion”
Lessons have commenced. If you haven’t already
paid, please send the form below to the Office with
payment ASAP. Thank you.

----------------------------(detach)--------------------------

“Let’s Get Moving”
Child/ren’s name/s:
_________________________________________
I include payment for my child/ren’s
participation in the “Let’s Get Moving”
program, to be conducted at school.
Signed: _____________________________
(parent / guardian)
Date: _________________ Home Group/s: ____

□ Cash enclosed □ Use CSEF credit □ Qkr

SECOND HAND UNIFORM SHOP
NEWS
We are calling for donations for our second hand shop.
If families could please have a hunt around in their
wardrobes for any uniforms that no longer fit their
child/ren, we would be greatly appreciative to receive
them at the Office. Thank you.
The second hand uniform shop will be open every
Friday from 3:00pm – 3:30pm in the multipurpose room.

COMMUNITY NEWS

THURSDAY, 29TH MARCH

PIZZA DAY MEAL

$4.50
MEATLOVERS
OR
VEGETARIAN
WITH PRIMA OR MILK
(No choice in flavours, sorry, can only choose between prima or milk)

If you wish to order an extra slice, the cost is $1.50 per slice
Orders can be put in an envelope, or ordered on our Qkr app
Orders are to be placed in the classroom or ordered using the Qkr app by
9am Wednesday, 28th March. Late orders cannot be accepted.
Ice creams will be available as normal

THE CANTEEN’S NORMAL MENU IS NOT AVAILABLE ON THIS DAY

